The engraving on the cover of the present volume is taken from one of the first and most important missionary periodicals of the eighteenth century, Joseph Stöcklein's (1676-1733) Neuer Welt-Bott. This periodical presented reports about Jesuit evangelization efforts to a German-speaking readership for some decades.
1 Its frontispiece depicts a heavenly messenger who carries paper, most likely letters from missionaries, together with the symbol of Jesus Christ .
2 While the word of the Savior is brought to the infidels, information on missionary work in foreign countries arrives in Europe.
Yet this is only one of the many dichotomies contained in the frontispiece. Another underlying dualism is the one between an increasingly globalized world, represented by the globe, and the local sphere, as shown by the stylized Central European landscape at the bottom of the image. A ship brings back exotic species; a lighthouse stands for Christian missions as well as for erudition and learning . 3 This also hints at the larger tensions underlying the engraving, namely between Christian faith and scholarly knowledge.
A growing body of recent scholarship stresses the key role of Christian missions in creating the early effects of inter-continental integration, of political as well as military empire building, and of economic exploitation.
4 Goods, people, and money flowed in often highly effective ways through the global networks of religious institutions, whether Catholic or Protestant.
5 Even more important, though, was in many ways the religion-based creation of epistemic networks. Transfers of knowledge were an essential outcome, if not necessarily an intention, of Christian missions and contemporaries were aware of the fact that evangelization would not just allow Christianity to conquer the world but would also connect the world with European Christians. Periodical publications such as the Neue Welt-Bott played a central part in this process. The present volume attempts to establish in a comparative way the importance of regularly appearing journals for the spreading of missionary information about faraway lands from a cross-confessional perspective. We contend that regular reporting on extra-European Christian missions was a highly significant feature of the early modern era, changing the worldviews of the people of Europe. This collection of essays offers a first look at this phenomenon by comparing different missionary journals (the term is used deliberately loosely here) from a cross-confessional perspective. It establishes a broader framework for understanding the organized and institutionalized transfers of knowledge from the missions to Europe. Contributions by various international specialists on well-known periodicals such as the Hallesche Berichte and the Jesuit Lettres édifiantes, along with studies on less-famous examples such as the Circular Letters of the British missionary societies (SPCK, SPG) or the Gemeinnachrichten of the Moravian Brethren, do not primarily analyze the content of the reports, but instead mainly concentrate on the technologies and procedures employed to shape and broadcast information.
This volume largely focuses on the first two thirds of the eighteenth century. This is not to say that regular information transfers about missions to European readers had not occurred earlier. Medieval Franciscan missionaries to the Far East sent letters home to the Pope and wrote accounts of their travels and deeds . 6 In the sixteenth century, the newly founded Jesuit Order initiated truly periodical forms of regular missionary correspondences, which were already shaped by many of the features alluded to in the opening.
7 The seventeenth century then saw important long-running enterprises of publishing about missions, including such well-known examples as the Canadian Relations (again by the Jesuits).
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These earlier cases notwithstanding, the present collection of essays mostly addresses a rather tight chronological era between roughly 1700 and 1760 . There are several reasons for this focus. This period was the first to witness Protestant missionary activities on a larger scale (beyond a few previous, isolated, and often individual attempts ) . An unprecedented situation of confessional competition in the missionary field was the immediate consequence, resulting also in rivaling publication activities . 10 While the possibility of causal influencesCatholic, especially Jesuit, literary projects inspiring or triggering Protestant activities -must be taken into account, our contributors amply demonstrate that in most cases the attempts at missionary journalism originated at least in equal parts from internal motives, rather than simply being adoptions of external models. In fact, it seems that the newly growing wave of regular missionary reporting after 1700 owed more to a cross-confessional appreciation of the mechanisms of the public sphere than to a clearly demonstrable imitation of rivaling projects. This does, of course, not deny a general fascination with the Jesuits' astute management of public affairs, 11 yet it seems that the Society of Jesus was not necessarily the direct and immediate model for many of the ensuing activities.
Another important reason for the chronological focus of this collection is that only around 1700 did the media form of journals really come into its own. This means that regular missionary reporting was now part of an altered media environment, a fact that not only shaped the perception of missionary information but also influenced the form and function of missionary publications. Christian missions increasingly became a phenomenon that aimed at a European audience, leaving its imprint on an evolving public sphere.
Just as regular missionary reporting did not begin around 1700, it also did not end around 1760. In fact, for Protestants and Catholics alike it is the nineteenth century that probably saw the apex of European worldwide Christianization efforts and also witnessed probably the greatest expansion of missionary periodicals in history.
12 Again, the continuity between the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries should not be overlooked, as older models continued to live on and remained powerfully inspiring for the new missionary activities.
13 And yet, the religious, political, and technical contexts of missionary activities and missionary journalism changed gradually towards the end of the eighteenth century . tion and burgeoning editorial acumen, together with the multiplying of missionary organizations, turned the missionary press of the nineteenth century into something quite different from previous eras. 14 Technical advances in printing as well as the growing integration of missionary activities into the political agendas of European nation states made the resulting missionary journals much more numerous and, at the same time, more particular in terms of content and allegiance. A growing tendency to theorize missions via the new theological discipline of "Missiology (Missionswissenschaft)" furthermore affected the content and style of the presented information. In many ways, older traditions and existing models were hereby recast in new ways .
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This volume, therefore, focuses on a distinctive period of mission-related publication activities. Without overlooking continuities with earlier and later times, we do think that the decades characterized roughly by the mass arrival of Protestants on the missionary scene and the gradual dissolution of the Jesuit Order after 1759 featured a peculiar and distinctive epistemic, political, confessional, and media environment.
Most of the missionary publications under consideration -as well as their counterparts that are not studied here -always had different goals and produced a variety of effects, not all of them necessarily intended. There was no easy hierarchy among the different functions, which could also frequently contradict each other. Basically, the publications were meant to create a fundamental condition of long-distance solidarity for far-flung missionary enterprises: or, in the words of Laura Stevens, a "community of feeling." 16 The conviction that events and developments in faraway lands and in Europe did belong together was a prerequisite for the creation of vast long-distance networks of support through which material goods, manpower, and money were funneled.
17 Missionary publications, by distributing information about what was going on elsewhere and by detailing living conditions in the missionary field, were meant to foster and maintain a shared sense of responsibility between the actors on the ground and the Europeans back home. This function was served in different ways and by applying a wide range of literary strategies. Journals could, among other things, present scholarly information in order to quell the thirst for exotic knowledge, could edify their readers by testifying to the global reach of God's grace, and could solicit moral and/or material support by openly fundraising or asking for patronage. As the contributors to this volume show, most journals served more than one goal, a fact that crucially contributed to the complexities of acquiring information and editing the final product.
Introduction
Similar to other eighteenth-century prints, missionary periodicals were a hybrid genre. They included letters and reports, geographical descriptions, and biographical information. In a certain sense, they may even appear to be the written equivalent of the numerous material collections pertaining to artifacts and curiosities sent home by missionaries.
18 While recent research has highlighted some links between travel, the construction of travelogues, and the creation of collections such as the early modern Cabinets of Curiosities, 19 the specific epistemic relationship between regularly printed missionary periodicals and practices of collecting (from written encyclopedias to object collections) largely remains an open question.
At this point, a few methodological considerations may be necessary. The volume approaches missionary periodicals from a comparative perspective and from the vantage point of cultural history. It emphasizes the importance of regular publishing about missionary activities for the fashioning and strengthening of religious identities, a process that had to increasingly reckon with the development of an articulate and critical public sphere. More than ever, religious initiatives had to be carefully positioned within an increasingly complex and diverse set of loudly voiced opinions. Missionary journals were but one option, albeit a highly important one, to promote Christian ideas and activities. The chapters highlight that missionary reporting was far from unambiguous or straightforward -missionary publications could be used in apologetic as well as in subversive ways. Furthermore, both missionaries in the field and their editors at home frequently found that they could not entirely control the demands that they had (not infrequently) created in the first place. Missionary information, as transmitted in regular publications, could and did serve multiple functions and could be accommodated to different agendas. Thus it had to be carefully managed and tailored in such a way that it could cater to different audiences . It would be entirely naïve, therefore, to assume that missionary journals simply described what "really" happened in the field. On the contrary, the papers demonstrate abundantly just to what degree missionary information was crafted, groomed, and polished with European audiences in mind. It would be equally unhelpful, however, to simply call missionary publications propaganda, for the texts, both consciously and unconsciously, always revealed at least some of the difficulties and challenges the missionaries faced in their attempts at Christianization. Even if unwillingly, they do contain counter-narratives diverging from the official images they were created to support.
20
Moreover, much of the missionary reporting, while subscribing to Christian narratives about Divine providence, miracles, and wonders, and while also following Christian ideas about transcendence and immanence, by and large strove for factual accuracy. Missionary reports were biased, but not fiction. Not only the Jesuits, but the Protestant authors as well, appreciated that they were living in a broad "Culture of Fact" that favored empirical soundness and descriptive clarity in the production of knowledge.
21 The creation, presentation, and usage of missionary information as provided in the periodicals under discussion here clearly followed the logic of the early modern economy of scholarly knowledge. In this context, missionary reports often served similar functions as other travelogues; 22 they provided first-hand knowledge about regions hardly accessible to ordinary Europeans. The fact that many missionaries were well educated supported their authority as eyewitnesses . 23 The literary genre that was, in addition to travelogues or diaries, most apt at conveying the impression of direct observation was the letter -and it is texts in epistolary form, stylized as they may have been, that the missionary journals used most often to create a sense of immediacy.
Another methodological aspect that needs to be addressed here is that of regularity, which itself deserves to be taken seriously. Far from being trivial or self-evident, publishing consecutively and on a regular basis must be seen as a conscious and strategic choice. This is one important reason why we believe that not only the content of missionary publications, but also -and particularly -the technologies and procedures employed to broadcast information about the extra-European world should receive attention. It is indeed our basic assumption that these formal or technical aspects played a crucial part in changing the world-views of Europeans in the eighteenth century . This holds particularly true for regularity . Regular publishing triggered expectations in the reader; it suggested that missionary activities were an ongoing phenomenon, unfinished yet constantly progressing and evolving. These features, in turn, were in complex ways related to the question of up-to-date-ness. Missionary journals, if to varying degrees, were constantly battling with the ideal that they presented current information. Recentness was an important component in rendering missionary reports emotionally salient, which made it more likely for readers at home to act upon receiving the news. This constellation, in turn, fostered the need for a steady flow of the latest news. All of this, in myriad ways, did influence the representation of facts and knowledge and affected the self-perception of missionaries and their institutions. Moreover, regularity also affected (or, rather, afflicted) the missionaries in the field. The missionaries were by necessity of paramount importance for the creation of missionary publications, yet they did feel at times hard pressed to keep the flow of information going. Not all of them were interested in serving as intelligencers, certainly not to the same degree. Quite a few missionaries felt that writing for metropolitan audiences and providing editors at home with the required raw material for their publications potentially contradicted their "true" calling, i.e. proper missionary work.
Usually, regular publication was linked to missionary organizations trying to promote their activities through publicity. Why, when, and how early modern religious organizations recognized the need to craft their public image is a question that can be addressed by carefully studying the regular missionary publications. Frequently, for instance, new missionary journals are considered "answers" to ongoing criticism, tools for promoting a fledgling enterprise, or attempts at balancing opposing influences. 24 When considered as an apologetic tool, the rise of certain missionary journals immediately prompts the question of whether they also intended to present an updated public image of the missionary organization behind it. Did, for instance, a new regular journal imply a re-negotiation of the boundaries between spiritual goals and secular means? The present collection attempts to first of all survey the field and establish a corpus of comparable sources, since the phenomenon of regular missionary publishing has so far never been studied in a comparative and comprehensive manner for eighteenth-century Europe. This is somewhat surprising, given the fact that the history of missions is a fast growing field.
25 Interest in missionary enterprises has greatly benefitted from the recent surge in researching globalizing phenomena and their history. Great importance is often ascribed to reconstructing the strategies of self-fashioning and self-perception among the missionaries involved . 26 In addition, questions of worldwide knowledge transfers also play a crucial part and the missionaries' key role in these processes is widely acknowledged.
27 Many of the journals under consideration here have become well known in the process and are now frequently utilized for the information they contain. Literary scholars and historians have even begun to focus in particular on missionary writing as a specific genre, analyzing the style, content, and authorial point of view of texts coming from and supposedly presenting the "missionary situation." And yet, the technical details of the frequently cited journals, their editing procedures, their institutional backgrounds and organizational structures, their (contested) role within the missionary enterprise, and, last but not least, the individual authors filling and editing the hundreds and thousands of pages have largely gone un-or understudied.
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At the same time, much of the recent literature on early modern missions has a fairly narrow approach of usually focusing on only one mission field and, in addition, studying only one missionary actor. 29 In particular, most of the scholarship deliberately remains within confessional boundaries . 30 Few are the works that truly relate and integrate Protestant and Catholic perspectives. Yet many were the regions in the eighteenth century where Catholics and Protestants competed on a narrow turf: the Caribbean, North America, West Africa, and, especially, India and Ceylon. The vast potential for writing trans-confessional histories of Christian missions is, as of now, still largely untapped. Bringing together Catholic and Protestant experiences seems highly pertinent in regards to missionary publishing, just like in many other areas of recent early modern and eighteenth-century historiography.
Eighteenth-century regular missionary publications cannot be analyzed without taking into account the larger developments of eighteenth-century media. The rise of missionary journalism took place in a changing environment, pertaining namely to literacy, reading practices, the professionalization of publishing businesses, and the book market in general. In particular, the rise of the periodical press is a highly significant backdrop against which to evaluate the publications under consideration here. In the first half of the eighteenth century Europe witnessed an explosion of periodical publications. For the years between 1700 and 1740, the scholar Joachim Kirchner counted more than 500 newly founded periodicals in Central Europe alone, although we can now assume that this figure is far too low. 31 Most of these periodicals were extant only for a number of issues or a few years, and in some cases their "periodicity" was wishful thinking rather than reality. In contrast, the missionary periodicals under investigation here were often remarkably long-lived.
As far as the German lands are concerned, roughly ten percent of the periodicals counted by Kirchner dealt with religious issues -missionary journals were thus part of a small but robust segment of the print market. Among religiously inspired publications, some aimed at a readership of erudite theologians while others focused on the edification and devotion of pastors as well as of a wider audience . The Hallesche Berichte and other periodical publications from August Hermann Francke's foundations in Halle belong in this context of journals with a religious outlook, but the range of religious periodicals that contributed to first-or secondhand dissemination of missionary information was much wider.
The evolution of periodicals has usually been connected to a Protestant print market, with Britain, the Netherlands, and Protestant Germany being the key examples. While the idea of a special significance of Protestant journalism is not easily dispelled, recent research has in some ways attempted to recover the Roman Catholic media systems in Europe. As the par-ticulars of the Enlightenment in Italy, Spain, and Portugal are becoming better known, so too is the relatively lively journalistic scene in these territories drawing increasing attention. 32 As the Catholic Enlightenment is currently explored in ever-greater depth by a rapidly growing number of scholars, more and more details about Catholic attempts at journalism come to light . 33 Next to the Journal de Trévoux, which will probably continue to be considered the most significant example of Catholic religious journalism, an ever-growing range of ecclesiastically sponsored smaller attempts is being unearthed. 34 As the (partly) ecclesiastic antiEnlightenment is more fully investigated, the smart use of media technologies in this "conservative" and (partly) Catholic milieu also becomes obvious. 35 Against the backdrop of these recent developments, the enormous impact of Catholic missionary publications deserves particular emphasis. It was not least through the creation of missionary journals that the Catholic world attempted to counter Protestant efforts on the book market.
Another key feature of the dissemination of missionary materials in the years after 1700 was their second, third, and fourth hand presentation. Again, missionary information management here mirrors broader developments. As Europe saw a massive increase in books and other forms of information, new strategies to manage the ever-growing number of publications were created. Book reviews and the publication of readers' digests of books and even of other periodicals were a favorite means to make the core of many publications accessible in a comprehensive and easily digestible way. 36 Missionary materials, too, benefitted from these strategies. Entire periodicals were often to be found among the books reviewed by other periodicals, even across confessional barriers, while not infrequently spectacular missionary reports or letters were included in non-religious and non-missionary journals. The fact that the publishers of non-missionary periodicals were in constant need of interesting information and thus tried hard to integrate second-hand news from the missions into their journals gave missionary periodicals a much wider audience besides the subscribers and readers of (or, depending on contemporary reading practices, the listeners to) journals such as the Neue Welt-Bott and the Hallesche Berichte .
As can be seen in the case of the Neue Welt-Bott and other journals, the regular publishing efforts of missionary reports depended, just as in other cases of periodical publishing of the eighteenth century, on the personal commitment of an editor and his collaborators as well as on the amount and quality of incoming and publishable news. As to the background of the editors, they were usually well connected through epistolary networks, not just with missionary practitioners, but also with the scholars of their time. August Hermann Francke and his co-editors were pastors and university theologians with a sound basis in philological erudition. Joseph Stöcklein was a learned Jesuit schoolman and librarian. An equally erudite background is true of editors of other journals providing missionary information in the form of occasional reviews of specialized missionary journals.
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It should have become evident by this point that, from a historian's point of view, missionary periodicals are complicated sources that need -and deserve -careful attention far beyond any exploration of their content. Rather, their relevance for historical analysis also derives from the fact that they provide ample opportunities to investigate the broader trends and developments of early modern history. The phenomenon of missionary journalism leads us to ask questions about the relationship between religion and the public sphere; it helps us to investigate cross-confessional influences and the inter-confessional perceptions of religious leaders; it contributes to a closer study of the European economies of knowledge, particularly regarding the place of the "exotic;" it forces scholars to reevaluate the influence of the Enlightenment upon religious milieus and institutions and vice versa. Last but not least, the contributions presented here show just how complex the issue of the "reliability" of much-quoted sources such as the Lettres édifiantes or the Hallesche Berichte really is . Certainly none of the journals under investigation here simply presented authentic voices and facts from far-away lands. Their content from extra-European regions reached a European audience only over the course of numerous epistemic de-tours involving several instances of communication, editorial practice, and public expectations. Their goal was to present information in an appropriate, decent, and religiously unoffending way to European readers. Yet, this process of "fashioning" does not simply mean that the news was only a fabrication. The present volume tries to uncover some of the strategies, techniques, and practices of fashioning global information for local audiences.
Not all of these issues and questions can be addressed or will be answered by all contributorssources are not always available that provide detailed information about the production and management of the different journals. Also, in some cases, the most basic preliminary work is not yet done. Thus the depth of analysis must also vary for the different journals. And yet, all contributors have attempted as much as possible to adhere to the set of questions sketched out in this introduction . Iris Gareis opens up the field by critically evaluating early modern missionary reports as sources of ethnographic information. She addresses the reporting methods as well as the different genres of reports with a focus on Latin America and against the backdrop of colonial administration practices and confessional ruptures. The chapter by Markus Friedrich deals with the editorial strategies surrounding the Jesuit Nouveaux Mémoires that presented information about missionary efforts from the Levant in the first half of the eighteenth cen-tury. It highlights the role of Parisian Jesuits in crafting the incoming information in order to render it suitable for a particularly metropolitan audience. Adrien Paschoud's chapter focuses on a more famous Jesuit publishing venture, namely the eighteenth-century Lettres édifiantes, which contained information on several regions of the world. Situating this important periodical between polemics and scholarship, he underlines its relevance for the European intellectual sphere . The following essay by Galaxis Borja González and Ulrike Strasser discusses Joseph Stöcklein's Neue Welt-Bott. The authors analyze the important role of this Catholic missionary journal of the eighteenth century for the German-speaking lands and in particular for the shaping of colonial imaginations and aspirations of an audience with significantly less global contact than readers from other European countries.
Turning to Protestant missionary periodicals, the chapter by Alexander Pyrges focuses on the publishing activities of the Anglican Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge (SPCK). Reporting on extra-European Christianizing efforts initially served to create an awareness of Britain's international role. This incentive slowly changed into a larger scheme of religious reform in Europe and abroad that increasingly interacted with a vibrant British public sphere . Jeremy Gregory analyzes the periodical sermons and abstracts of the SPCK's Anglican sister organization, the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (SPG). Their publications reached Anglican pastors at home as well as in continental Europe and North America. They make for an interesting case in trans-regional missionary communication, resembling Jesuit publishing strategies in many respects. Heike Liebau's essay addresses the Hallesche Berichte, regular printed reports originating from Lutheran Pietist missionaries of the Francke Foundations at the Danish-Indian outpost of Tranquebar. The chapter highlights the editing and publication process of this remarkably long-lived periodical as well as the distribution, use, and outreach of information. In contrast to the aforementioned periodicals, Gisela Mettele shows that the most important journal of the Moravian Brethren (Herrnhuter Brüdergemeine), the Gemeinnachrichten, was distributed for decades in hand-written form among Moravian settlements worldwide. By analyzing the circulation of knowledge with particular regard to reading practices, the author shows how this periodical contributed to worldwide solidarity and coherence among members of this missionary group. Finally, Alexander Schunka analyzes the dissemination of extra-European missionary information into several Protestant periodicals of eighteenth-century Germany. Highlighting confessional sub-divisions as well as a cross-confessional need for information, the essay shows how missionary information entered into and influenced an evolving wider Protestant public sphere.
Early modern missionary publishing would not have been possible, let alone successful, if it had not been based upon a certain amount of reliability and reasonable speed. Neither was quite the case in the several stages of publishing this volume. The chapters of the present collection originated from a workshop that took place as early as in December 2008 (!) at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe-Universitaet in Frankfurt a.M., funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft/Cluster of Excellence Normative Orders .
38 Unfortunately (but quite naturally), not all papers could eventually be included in this volume. The publication history of this book turned out to be much more complicated than expected -a publication history that would easily fill a separate essay, while the exact circumstances are solely within the responsibility of the editors. It is therefore our first and foremost wish to thank the participating authors for their outstanding patience. Our heartfelt thanks, then, go to several institutions whose funding has contributed to this volume, namely the Cluster of Excellence Normative Orders (Johann Wolfgang Goethe-Universitaet/DFG), the University of Stuttgart, the Forschungszentrum Gotha at the University of Erfurt, the Universitaet Hamburg, and the Freie Universitaet Berlin. Furthermore, numerous people have helped us to turn this collection into a book, among them in particular Elisabeth Fischer, Martin Foerster, Kim Kristin Breitmoser, and Lennart Gard, who have provided valuable support in copy-editing. Adrina Schulz has proofread the whole manuscript, Ann-Sophie Hellmich has prepared the index, while Oliver Rösch has done the layout. It is with great relief and gratitude that the editors see this volume appear in print .
